DEMGOCRAZY

LEGACY OR BETRAYAL?

WHAT ARE TODAY'S LEADERS LEAVING FOR THE
NEXT GENERATION OF NIGERIANS?

very generation is
remembered not merely
for the wealth it

accumulated, but for the legacy it
left behind. Throughout history,
visionary leaders have
distinguished themselves by
building institutions, creating
opportunities, strengthening
—national unity,—and laying

generations could thrive. The

true measure of leadership is not |

the luxury enjoyed during one's

tenure but the enduring impact

left for posterity. Across the

world, examples abound.

Singapore's founding Prime

Minister, Lee Kuan Yew,

transformed a resource-poor

island into one of the world's

most prosperous and disciplined

nations through strategic

planning, meritocracy, and

uncompromising governance. In

Asia, Deng Xiaoping redirected China from economic
stagnation to global prominence through bold reforms
that continue to shape the nation's future. In the United
States, leaders such as Franklin D. Roosevelt and Dwight
Eisenhower invested heavily in infrastructure and
institutions whose benefits remain visible decades later.
Europe rebuilt itself after devastating wars through
leaders who placed national interest above personal
ambition. In Africa, Nelson Mandela bequeathed a legacy
of reconciliation and nation-building that remains a
reference point for leadership across the continent.

These leaders understood a fundamental truth: every
generation holds the future in trust for those yet unborn.
The troubling question confronting Nigeria today is
whether many of those occupying positions of authority in
politics, business, governance, and even religion are
thinking sufficiently about the future they will leave
behind. While there are honourable exceptions, the
prevailing culture appears increasingly driven by short-
term gains rather than long term nation building. Political
calculations often overshadow strategic development.
Public resources are frequently consumed by recurrent
demands while critical investments in education,
technology, infrastructure, healthcare, agriculture, and

| security remain inadequate.

A nation that neglects its youth
mortgages its future. Millions of
young Nigerians continue to
struggle with unemployment,
poor educational opportunities,
inadequate vocational training,
and diminishing economic
prospects. Yet these-same youths

asset and hope for tomorrow.
More alarming is the growing
threat posed by insecurity.
Terrorism, banditry, kidnapping,
violent criminality, communal
conflicts, and organized crime
have become persistent
challenges confronting national
stability. In many parts of the
country, fear now competes with
hope. Communities are
displaced, businesses are
disrupted, farmers abandon their
fields, and innocent citizens
increasingly become victims of criminal violence.
Security is the foundation upon which development rests.
Without safety, investment declines, productivity suffers,
and national cohesion weakens. Indeed, insecurity today
represents one of the gravest threats to the cradle of
Nigeria's unity, peace, and progress. A nation constantly
battling internal threats risks losing the confidence of its
citizens and the optimism of future generations.
Leadership must therefore rise above rhetoric and
embrace decisive, courageous, and strategic action
capable of safeguarding lives and preserving national
stability. Nigeria stands at a defining crossroads. The
choices made today by political leaders, business
executives, traditional institutions, religious authorities,
and public officials will determine whether future
generations inherit a nation of opportunity or one
burdened by avoidable failures. History does not
celebrate those who merely occupied offices; it honours
those who transformed societies.
The challenge before today's leaders is simple but
profound: build a legacy that future Nigerians will
celebrate, not a burden they will struggle to overcome.
The future is watching. History is recording. Posterity will
render the final verdict.
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