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Nigeria,  Japan to deepen bilateral 
relations, strengthen security, 

economic ties

Nigeria and Japan on recently agreed to deepen 
bilateral relations between both countries. The 
agreement was reached during the visit of Japanese 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ms. Kamikawa Yoko to Nigeria. 
Nigeria is the first country, sub-Sahara Africa that Yoko will 
be visiting since her appointment as Foreign Minister late last 
year. Speaking after a closed door meeting with his Japanese 
counterpart, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Abuja, 
Tuggar said they discuss various issues bothering on 
economy, security amongst others. He disclosed at a joint 
press conference, that both parties agreed on the need to 
increase trade volume between both countries. He said: "We 
held fruitful and open discussions on topical issues that are of 
importance to our bilateral relations including economic 
cooperation, collaboration in international affairs, the crisis 
in the Sahel region as well as other 
regional issues. "During our 
discussions, Ms. Yoko and I agreed 
that although Nigeria and Japan 
enjoy robust economic relations, 
there is need for engagements in that 
regard in order to increase the 
volume of trade between both 
countries .  We discussed the 
opportunities for investment in the 
Nigerian market, particularly in 
areas of Manufacturing, digital 
technology, solid minerals and 
capacity building. Both sides have agreed to leverage on the 
outcomes of this meeting towards ensuring deeper economic 
collaborations. "We talked about cooperation with Japan to 
address the root cause of terrorism and instability in the 
Sahel region as well, as the issue of Boko Haram in North 
Eastern Nigeria. We agreed on the crucial need for all 
stakeholders to shore up efforts towards combating the ugly 
menace of terrorism within the region. On her part, the 
Japanese Foreign Minister has assured of the continued 
support of her government towards ending the crisis within 
the regions. "Other issues bordered on cooperation between 
Nigeria and Japan at International Fora. We shared common 
views regarding the much-needed reform at the United 
Nations Security Council, for a balanced geographical 
representation, the need for nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation of arms as well as the need for increased 
advocacy for Women, Peace and Security (WPS). "Nigeria 
considers Japan an important partner in bilateral, regional 
and global affairs. We held extensive discussions on the 
upcoming 9th Tokyo International Conference on African 
Development (TICAD) Summit in 2025, as well as the 
Ministerial Meeting coming up in August, this year. I have 
assured Minister Kamikawa of Nigeria's continued active 
participation at the TICAD Summits." The Japanese 

Minister, on her part pledged her country's support for 
economic amd political stability of Nigeria and other 
countries in gulf of Guinea. She said: "I had a candid 
discussion with Minister Trudeau on strength economic 
relations, support for the political and economic stability of 
Nigeria and other coastal countries of Gulf of Guinea and 
enhancements of cooperation on Africa and global issue. "At 
the outset I welcome the economic relations between the two 
countries are being dynamically strengthened, powered and 
achievements of virtuous cycle in which both economies can 
grow together, including the recent expansion of the 
investment for startups and from venture capital and 
arrangements or new developing cooperation in the areas of 
food security and health. "Further, we shared a view to 
deepen our cooperation to link Japanese financial resources 

and technology with Nigeria's 
vitality and to create a virtuous circle 
in which both countries businesses 
and economies can grow together. 
"With regard to supporting the 
political and economic stability of 
Nigeria and other coastal countries of 
Gulf of Guinea, I explained that 
Japan attaches great importance to 
the stability of Northeast Region of 
Nigeria and has been improved with 
providing assistance to communities 
and displaced persons. "Also, I 

shared the recognition with the minister to the both countries 
are concerned about the prolonged instability in the Sahel 
region, and that it is important to contribute to peace and 
stability of the Sahel region and coastal countries of Gulf of 
Guinea and to promote their sustainable growth. "On 
strengthening cooperation in Africa and global issues, we 
share the view on enhancement of cooperation in 
international arena. Including disarmament and the WTF. 
"Especially with regard to WPF. We also share the view to 
further strengthen cooperation in the field of the WPS with 
Nigeria. We're many women in the octave through Japanese 
efforts which we would incorporate perspective of the WTF if 
you guys didn't know give us "In the lead up to the ticket 
Minister meeting in August this year and ticket nine in 
August next year? It's just how will further and runs our 
partnership with Nigeria, an important partner in CO 
creating and developing solutions to Africa and global 
challenges?" The Japanese Minister, who also paid a visit on 
the United Nations Women promised his country's continued 
support for the activities of the organisation especially 
interventions in the North East of Nigeria. The Country 
Representative of UN Women in Nigeria, Ms. Beatrice Eyong 
thanked her for the visit, acknowledging the support of 
Japan in the activities of UN Women.
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