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GIVING TEACHERS A PRIDE OF PLACE INSPIRES PROGRESS

“When the teacher becomes the poorest of government employees,
don'task about the future.

In every nation, there is a standard that never fails to measure its
future: look at the state of its teachers, and you will know where it is

headed. If the teacher is honored, the nation is heading towards

prosperity, and if they are marginalized, then know that the society is
heading towards the abyss of ignorance and decline. The teacher is
not just an employee who performs a daily duty, but rather the
foundation upon which generations are built, and the basis upon
which civilizations are established. So, what if this foundation is
fragile, struggling to make ends meet, and fighting harsh conditions
that show no mercy? What if the profession of shaping minds
becomes synonymous with poverty and deprivation?

When you see a teacher suffering, know that the nation has
abandoned its glory, and the society has begun to lose its way. The
teacher is not just an individual in society, but rather the builder of
civilizations, the guardian of identity, and the bearer of the torch of
knowledge in the paths of ignorance. A state that ignores its teachers
is destroying its own foundation with its own hands, and digging the
grave ofits future in deadly silence. . . . . .

The strength of nations isnot ift their high walls, not intheirtreasure —

troves filled with gold, nor in their equipment, but in the minds of
their children, which are shaped by the teacher. When states neglect
their teachers, they are compromising their true security, because
knowledge alone is the weapon that does not rust, and the power that
is not defeated.

Schools are not just buildings made of brick and mortar, but factories
for minds, and laboratories for revival. What is the use of walls if
there is no thought that illuminates, and no knowledge that changes?
A nation that makes the teacher just a marginalized employee is

destroying the pillars of its future with its own hands, and
condemning itself'to remain in the shadows.

When the teacher's salary is the lowest on the state's salary scale,
barely enough to last two or three days, know that the state has
chosen ignorance over knowledge, and decline over progress. The
teacher is not just an employee who performs daily tasks, but rather a
leader who shapes minds, and an engineer who builds the future.
What if the state neglects its teachers, and thereby destroys the future
of'its people with its own hands? How can a nation prosper when its
teachers are begging for respect before rights? How can a society
progress when its role model is crushed under the weight of poverty
and neglect? When the teacher is unable to secure their most basic
needs, education becomes a trade, and schools turn into centers for
grades rather than minds.

The teacher is the torch that lights the way for generations, and if the
state extinguishes this torch, it will plunge into the darkness of
ignorance and backwardness. And when the dignity of the teacher is
broken, it is not just an individual who collapses, but an entire nation.
We have two choices, and there is no third option: either we make the -
teacher the foundation for progress, or we continue to fall into the
swamp of backwardness. Nations that respected their teachers built
their civilizations, and nations that neglected them became a thing of
the past.

There is no revival without education, and no education without a
noble teacher. If we want to build a future that is worthy of pride, let
us start by preserving the dignity of those who shape minds. The true
homeland is not just land and borders...The homeland is a mind that
thinks, a child who reads, and a teacher who burns to illuminate the
path of generations..."

FG Launches Multi-agency Anti-kidnapping Unit To
Counter Bandits And Terrorists' Abductions Nationwide

he Federal Government has launched the State

Expansion Programme of the Multi-Agency Anti-

Kidnap Fusion Cell, aiming to strengthen
collaboration between national security institutions and state-
level commands. Speaking at the official opening of the
programme in Abuja, the National Coordinator of the
National Centre Terrorism Centre (NCTC), Major General
Adamu Garba Laka described the initiative as a “mission, not
just a meeting,” and a critical component in bridging the gap
between national coordination and ground-level intelligence
in the fight against one of Nigeria's most entrenched security
threats. “Kidnapping in Nigeria has evolved from occasional
crimes into a sophisticated criminal enterprise,” the
Coordinator noted, highlighting the involvement of
organized networks with ties to terrorist and armed groups.
“These groups have turned abduction into a revenue-
generating mechanism, using ransom payments to fund
weapons, logistics, and territorial dominance. Where
coordination is weak, fear thrives,” he added.

In response to this growing threat, the Nigerian government,
in collaboration with the United Kingdom's National Crime
Agency, established the Multi-Agency Anti-Kidnap Fusion
Cell. The Cell has since contributed to several breakthroughs,
aiding rescue missions, disrupting criminal networks, and
improving the sharing of intelligence among Nigeria's

multiple security agencies. However, the national
coordinator acknowledged that national efforts alone are not
sufficient. “Too often, real-time intelligence and operational
readiness are held at the state level. “This programme is
designed to create direct linkages between the Fusion Cell
and state commands, strengthening early warning systems,
intelligence flow, and rapid response,” he said.

The State Expansion Programme is part of a wider effort
championed by the Office of the National Security Adviser
(ONSA), led by Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, to foster a unified
front against the menace of abduction. He praised the
impressive turnout of security stakeholders from across
Nigeria and urged them to actively participate by sharing field
experiences, voicing challenges, and proposing workable
solutions to improve the effectiveness of the Cell.
Participants are expected to engage in multi-day sessions to
build trust, share best practices, and ensure operational
synergy that endures beyond the programme. Emphasis was
placed on moving from reactive approaches to proactive,
intelligence-led strategies. Gratitude was extended to the UK
Government, the National Crime Agency, and all institutional
partners for their ongoing support and collaboration. The
coordinator concluded the address by officially declaring the
programme open, expressing hope that the deliberations
would contribute meaningfully to a safer Nigeria, “a country
where no family should live under the threat of abduction, and
no community should be held hostage by fear.”
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