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igeria's democratic journey has been marked by

significant achievements as well as persistent political

challenges. Despite over two decades of uninterrupted
democratic governance since 1999, the country continues to
grapple with corruption, poor governance, electoral malpractice,
and weak political institutions. Among the factors responsible for
these challenges is the emergence of individuals commonly
described as "political vultures." These are politicians and power
brokers who prey on the weaknesses of the political system for
personal gain rather than national development. Like vultures that
feed on carcasses, political vultures thrive on crises, instability,

_poverty, and institutional weaknesses. They manipulate political

structures, exploit public resources, and frustrate genuine efforts

~aimed at promoting good governance. Their activities have

become a major obstacle to democratic consolidation and
sustainable development in Nigeria.

Political vultures are politicians, political godfathers, influential
office holders, and opportunists whose primary objective is to
acquire and retain political power for
selfish interests. They are driven by
greed rather than service, and they
often place personal ambition above
national interest. Such individuals
frequently exploit ethnic sentiments,
religious divisions, youth
unemployment, and widespread
poverty to build political influence.
Instead of promoting policies that
improve the welfare of citizens, they
deliberately sustain conditions that =& -
make voters dependent on them =
through patronage and financial
inducements.

Political vultures in Nigeria exhibit

prioritize personal enrichment over

public service. They manipulate

elections through vote-buying,

violence, and intimidation. They

sponsor political thugs to suppress opposition. They encourage
corruption and misuse of public funds. They frequently defect
from one political party to another based solely on personal
advantage. They undermine competent and visionary leaders who
threaten their political dominance. They exploit ethnic and
religious differences to mobilize support. These behaviours
weaken democratic institutions and erode public confidence in
governance. Several conditions encourage the growth of political
vultures in Nigeria. First, widespread poverty makes many
citizens vulnerable to vote-buying and political manipulation.
Hungry and unemployed citizens are easily persuaded by short-
term financial rewards during elections. Second, weak
institutions often fail to hold corrupt politicians accountable.
Slow judicial processes and ineffective anti-corruption
mechanisms create opportunities for impunity.

Third, the absence of ideology in many political parties
encourages politicians to pursue personal interests rather than
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policy-based politics. Fourth, political godfatherism has
transformed politics into a business investment where sponsors
expect huge financial returns after elections. Finally, low political
awareness among sections of the electorate enables manipulative
politicians to deceive citizens with false promises and divisive
propaganda. The activities of political vultures have far-reaching
consequences for Nigeria. Corruption flourishes as public funds
meant for infrastructure, healthcare, education, and social welfare
are diverted into private pockets. The quality of leadership
declines because competence is often sacrificed for loyalty to
political sponsors. Electoral violence increases as desperate
politicians employ thugs to intimidate opponents and manipulate
election outcomes. Public trust in government diminishes,
feading to voter apathy and declining civic participation.
Economic development also suffers because investors lose
confidence in an unstable political environment characterized by
corruption and policy inconsistency. Furthermore, political
vultures deepen ethnic and religious divisions, threatening

national unity and peaceful

coexistence.

Addressing the menace of political
vultures requires comprehensive
reforms. Electoral institutions must be
strengthened to guarantee free, fair,
and credible elections where votes
truly count. Anti-corruption agencies
should operate independently and
prosecute corrupt public officials
without political interference.
Political parties should embrace
internal democracy, transparency, and
ideological development instead of
allowing money and influence to
determine candidates. Citizens should
reject vote-buying and hold elected
leaders accountable through active
civic participation. Civic education
should be intensified to help
Nigerians understand their
democratic rights and responsibilities. The media, civil society
organizations, religious institutions, and educational institutions
should continue to expose corrupt political practices and promote
ethical leadership. Youth participation in politics should also be
encouraged to inject fresh ideas, innovation, and integrity into
public leadership. Political vultures remain one of the greatest
threats to Nigeria's democracy and national development. Their
pursuit of selfish interests at the expense of the common good has
weakened institutions, encouraged corruption, and undermined
public confidence in governance. However, the future of Nigeria
need not be defined by these destructive tendencies. Through
stronger institutions, accountable leadership, civic education,
electoral reforms, and active citizen participation, Nigeria can
gradually eliminate the influence of political vultures and build a
political system founded on integrity, justice, transparency, and
service to the people. Sustainable democracy can only flourish
when leadership is viewed not as an avenue for personal
enrichment but as a sacred responsibility for national
transformation.
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